Federal Acquisition Regulation

Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. App. 2091), as amended.

[48 FR 42328, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 49710, Sept. 26, 1995]

32.102 Description of contract financ-
ing methods.

(a) Advance payments are advances
of money by the Government to a
prime contractor before, in anticipa-
tion of, and for the purpose of complete
performance under one or more con-
tracts. They are expected to be lig-
uidated from payments due to the con-
tractor incident to performance of the
contracts. Since they are not measured
by performance, they differ from par-
tial, progress, or other payments based
on the performance or partial perform-
ance of a contract. Advance payments
may be made to prime contractors for
the purpose of making advances to sub-
contractors.

(b) Progress payments based on costs
are made on the basis of costs incurred
by the contractor as work progresses
under the contract. This form of con-
tract financing does not include—

(1) Payments based on the percentage
or stage of completion accomplished;

(2) Payments for partial deliveries
accepted by the Government;

(3) Partial payments for a contract
termination proposal; or

(4) Performance-based payments.

(c) Loan guarantees are made by Fed-
eral Reserve banks, on behalf of des-
ignated guaranteeing agencies, to en-
able contractors to obtain financing
from private sources under contracts
for the acquisition of supplies or serv-
ices for the national defense.

(d) Payments for accepted supplies
and services that are only a part of the
contract requirements (i.e., partial de-
liveries) are authorized under 41 U.S.C.
255 and 10 U.S.C. 2307. In accordance
with 56 CFR 1315.4(k), agencies must pay
for partial delivery of supplies or par-
tial performance of services unless spe-
cifically prohibited by the contract.
Although payments for partial deliv-
eries generally are treated as a method
of payment and not as a method of con-
tract financing, using partial delivery
payments can assist contractors to
participate in contracts without, or
with minimal, contract financing.
When appropriate, contract statements

32.103

of work and pricing arrangements must
permit acceptance and payment for
discrete portions of the work, as soon
as accepted (see 32.906(c)).

(e)(1) Progress payments based on a
percentage or stage of completion are
authorized by the statutes cited in
32.101.

(2) This type of progress payment
may be used as a payment method
under agency procedures. Agency pro-
cedures must ensure that payments are
commensurate with work accom-
plished, which meets the quality stand-
ards established under the contract.
Furthermore, progress payments may
not exceed 80 percent of the eligible
costs of work accomplished on
undefinitized contract actions.

(f) Performance-based payments are
contract financing payments made on
the basis of—

(1) Performance measured by objec-
tive, quantifiable methods;

(2) Accomplishment of
events; or

(3) Other quantifiable measures of re-
sults.

[48 FR 42328, Sept. 19, 1987, as amended at 52
FR 30077, Aug. 12, 1987; 60 FR 49711, Sept. 26,
1995; 62 FR 12706, Mar. 17, 1997; 66 FR 65355,
Dec. 18, 2001]

defined

32.103 Progress payments under con-
struction contracts.

When satisfactory progress has not
been achieved by a contractor during
any period for which a progress pay-
ment is to be made, a percentage of the
progress payment may be retained.
Retainage should not be used as a sub-
stitute for good contract management,
and the contracting officer should not
withhold funds without cause. Deter-
minations to retain and the specific
amount to be withheld shall be made
by the contracting officer on a case-by-
case basis. Such decisions will be based
on the contracting officer’s assessment
of past performance and the likelihood
that such performance will continue.
The amount of retainage withheld shall
not exceed 10 percent of the approved
estimated amount in accordance with
the terms of the contract and may be
adjusted as the contract approaches
completion to recognize better than ex-
pected performance, the ability to rely
on alternative safeguards, and other
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